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Advocacy

Advocacy is an activity by an individual or group which aims to influence

decisions. Advocacy can include many activities that a person or organization
undertakes.

Advocacy in all its forms seeks to ensure that people, particularly those who are
most vulnerable in society, are able to:

« Have their voice heard on issues that are important to them
o Defend and safeguard their rights

« Have their views and wishes genuinely considered when decisions are being
made about their lives

Advocacy is a process of supporting and enabling people to:

» Express their views and concerns

« Access information and services

« Defend and promote their rights and responsibilities
« Explore choices and options

WHAT IS ADVOCACY? AND WHAT IT’S NOT!

« Advocacy is active promotion of a cause or principle
~+ Advocacy involves actions that lead to a selected goal
¢ Advocacy is one of many possible strategies, or ways to approach a problem

« Advocacy can be used as part of a community initiative, nested in with other
components.

e Advocacy is not direct service
» Advocacy does not necessarily involve confrontation or conflict



